EDWARD VII                                  015

ment refused to listen to the women, and bills brought
in by private members were rejected.

Hitherto all the agitation had been carried on by peaceful
methods, such as meetings, processions, petitions. Now women
"a new organization which used "violence" was created, HSU"0"
the Women's Social and Political Union, headed by Mrs.
Pankhurst. This society meant primarily to force the women's
claims on public attention. To obtain " publicity" its
members broke shop windows, attacked prominent members
of the Government with whips, chained themselves to
railings in front of the House of Commons and to the
Strangers' Gallery in the House. They were imprisoned
for their actions, and this led to unforeseen results. In the
first place, they went on " hunger-strike", and had to
be " forcibly fed ". This proving very dangerous to life,
the Government fell back on an extraordinary measure.
A Bill was passed, nicknamed " Cat-and-Mouse", under
which a prisoner in danger of dying from hunger-strike
would be temporarily released, and when sufficiently re-
covered, taken back to prison. The other effect produced
was more beneficial. Many of the women who went to
jail were influential persons, and all had a most active and
intelligent organization behind them. The state of the
prisons, and the bad conditions under which women pris-
oners lived, was so emphasized that prison reform had to
be undertaken.

Opinions will always vary as to whether this " violent"
agitation would have achieved its object. For just as the
movement was swelling, everything was interrupted by
the advent of war in 1914. The immense part played by
women in that war induced the Government to grant them
the franchise in 1918. At first the vote was given only to
women with a property qualification, and over the age of
thirty. Later this was altered, and to-day women are on an
equality with men and all alike receive the vote at 21, on the
sole qualification of six months' residence in one place.